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Why?

It’s a common use case and it’s not trivial



Antibody - CDRs



CRISPR / Cas9



Why?

The need to find sequences with specific 
variations at specific positions won’t go away



Complexity (1)

What kind of variation/mutation are you chasing?

X1=L,R,A,C
Non Natural A.A. 

Modified A.A.

X 
N 

insertion 
Deletion

N=A,G
Modified Nucleotide



WIPO ST.25 
Original Sequence

The current nomenclature 
InterpretationS  



Complexity (1)

Always handle any of them as a mismatch. 
Lower the homology accordingly.

X1=L,R,A,C
Non Natural A.A. 

Modified A.A.

X 
N 

insertion 
Deletion

N=A,G
Modified Nucleotide



Complexity (1)

You will always need to read the document to 
find the very details 

X1=L,R,A,C
Non Natural A.A. 

Modified A.A.

X 
N 

insertion 
Deletion

N=A,G
Modified Nucleotide



Complexity (2)

Are you looking at combinations?

2 31

1 and 2 and 3?                 1 and/or 2 and/or 3?



Complexity (3)

Would you accept extra variations?

2 31 ? ? ??



Solutions (tricks?)



>WT_CRISPR-associated endonuclease Cas9 
MDKKYSIGLD IGTNSVGWAV ITDEYKVPSK KFKVLGNTDR HSIKKNLIGA
LLFDSGETAE ATRLKRTARR RYTRRKNRIC YLQEIFSNEM AKVDDSFFHR 100
LEESFLVEED KKHERHPIFG NIVDEVAYHE KYPTIYHLRK KLVDSTDKAD
LRLIYLALAH MIKFRGHFLI EGDLNPDNSD VDKLFIQLVQ TYNQLFEENP 200
INASGVDAKA ILSARLSKSR RLENLIAQLP GEKKNGLFGN LIALSLGLTP
NFKSNFDLAE DAKLQLSKDT YDDDLDNLLA QIGDQYADLF LAAKNLSDAI 300
LLSDILRVNT EITKAPLSAS MIKRYDEHHQ DLTLLKALVR QQLPEKYKEI 
FFDQSKNGYA GYIDGGASQE EFYKFIKPIL EKMDGTEELL VKLNREDLLR 400
KQRTFDNGSI PHQIHLGELH AILRRQEDFY PFLKDNREKI EKILTFRIPY 
YVGPLARGNS RFAWMTRKSE ETITPWNFEE VVDKGASAQS FIERMTNFDK 500
NLPNEKVLPK HSLLYEYFTV YNELTKVKYV TEGMRKPAFL SGEQKKAIVD 
LLFKTNRKVT VKQLKEDYFK KIECFDSVEI SGVEDRFNAS LGTYHDLLKI 600
IKDKDFLDNE ENEDILEDIV LTLTLFEDRE MIEERLKTYA HLFDDKVMKQ 
LKRRRYTGWG RLSRKLINGI RDKQSGKTIL DFLKSDGFAN RNFMQLIHDD 700
SLTFKEDIQK AQVSGQGDSL HEHIANLAGS PAIKKGILQT VKVVDELVKV 
MGRHKPENIV IEMARENQTT QKGQKNSRER MKRIEEGIKE LGSQILKEHP 800
VENTQLQNEK LYLYYLQNGR DMYVDQELDI NRLSDYDVDH IVPQSFLKDD 
SIDNKVLTRS DKNRGKSDNV PSEEVVKKMK NYWRQLLNAK LITQRKFDNL 900
TKAERGGLSE LDKAGFIKRQ LVETRQITKH VAQILDSRMN TKYDENDKLI 
REVKVITLKS KLVSDFRKDF QFYKVREINN YHHAHDAYLN AVVGTALIKK 1000
YPKLESEFVY GDYKVYDVRK MIAKSEQEIG KATAKYFFYS NIMNFFKTEI 
TLANGEIRKR PLIETNGETG EIVWDKGRDF ATVRKVLSMP QVNIVKKTEV 1100
QTGGFSKESI LPKRNSDKLI ARKKDWDPKK YGGFDSPTVA YSVLVVAKVE 
KGKSKKLKSV KELLGITIME RSSFEKNPID FLEAKGYKEV KKDLIIKLPK 1200
YSLFELENGR KRMLASAGEL QKGNELALPS KYVNFLYLAS HYEKLKGSPE 
DNEQKQLFVE QHKHYLDEII EQISEFSKRV ILADANLDKV LSAYNKHRDK 1300
PIREQAENII HLFTLTNLGA PAAFKYFDTT IDRKRYTSTK EVLDATLIHQ 
SITGLYETRI DLSQLGGD

D10A 
E762A 
H840A 
N854A 
N863A 
D986

Has this combination 
or any of those 
variations been 

described already?

A set of 6 mutations can convert SpCas9 into a nicking 
enzyme (Known information used to illustrate a sequence search)



>WT_CRISPR-associated endonuclease Cas9 
MDKKYSIGLD IGTNSVGWAV ITDEYKVPSK KFKVLGNTDR HSIKKNLIGA
LLFDSGETAE ATRLKRTARR RYTRRKNRIC YLQEIFSNEM AKVDDSFFHR 100
LEESFLVEED KKHERHPIFG NIVDEVAYHE KYPTIYHLRK KLVDSTDKAD
LRLIYLALAH MIKFRGHFLI EGDLNPDNSD VDKLFIQLVQ TYNQLFEENP 200
INASGVDAKA ILSARLSKSR RLENLIAQLP GEKKNGLFGN LIALSLGLTP
NFKSNFDLAE DAKLQLSKDT YDDDLDNLLA QIGDQYADLF LAAKNLSDAI 300
LLSDILRVNT EITKAPLSAS MIKRYDEHHQ DLTLLKALVR QQLPEKYKEI 
FFDQSKNGYA GYIDGGASQE EFYKFIKPIL EKMDGTEELL VKLNREDLLR 400
KQRTFDNGSI PHQIHLGELH AILRRQEDFY PFLKDNREKI EKILTFRIPY 
YVGPLARGNS RFAWMTRKSE ETITPWNFEE VVDKGASAQS FIERMTNFDK 500
NLPNEKVLPK HSLLYEYFTV YNELTKVKYV TEGMRKPAFL SGEQKKAIVD 
LLFKTNRKVT VKQLKEDYFK KIECFDSVEI SGVEDRFNAS LGTYHDLLKI 600
IKDKDFLDNE ENEDILEDIV LTLTLFEDRE MIEERLKTYA HLFDDKVMKQ 
LKRRRYTGWG RLSRKLINGI RDKQSGKTIL DFLKSDGFAN RNFMQLIHDD 700
SLTFKEDIQK AQVSGQGDSL HEHIANLAGS PAIKKGILQT VKVVDELVKV 
MGRHKPENIV IEMARENQTT QKGQKNSRER MKRIEEGIKE LGSQILKEHP 800
VENTQLQNEK LYLYYLQNGR DMYVDQELDI NRLSDYDVDH IVPQSFLKDD 
SIDNKVLTRS DKNRGKSDNV PSEEVVKKMK NYWRQLLNAK LITQRKFDNL 900
TKAERGGLSE LDKAGFIKRQ LVETRQITKH VAQILDSRMN TKYDENDKLI 
REVKVITLKS KLVSDFRKDF QFYKVREINN YHHAHDAYLN AVVGTALIKK 1000
YPKLESEFVY GDYKVYDVRK MIAKSEQEIG KATAKYFFYS NIMNFFKTEI 
TLANGEIRKR PLIETNGETG EIVWDKGRDF ATVRKVLSMP QVNIVKKTEV 1100
QTGGFSKESI LPKRNSDKLI ARKKDWDPKK YGGFDSPTVA YSVLVVAKVE 
KGKSKKLKSV KELLGITIME RSSFEKNPID FLEAKGYKEV KKDLIIKLPK 1200
YSLFELENGR KRMLASAGEL QKGNELALPS KYVNFLYLAS HYEKLKGSPE 
DNEQKQLFVE QHKHYLDEII EQISEFSKRV ILADANLDKV LSAYNKHRDK 1300
PIREQAENII HLFTLTNLGA PAAFKYFDTT IDRKRYTSTK EVLDATLIHQ 
SITGLYETRI DLSQLGGD

D10A 
E762A 
H840A 
N854A 
N863A 
D986

A set of 6 mutations can convert SpCas9 into a nicking 
enzyme (Known information used to illustrate a sequence search)

Which Strategy will you 
adopt?

Blast? 
GenePast? 

Motif?



BLAST

>15k results



A set of 6 mutations can convert SpCas9 into a nicking 
enzyme (Known information used to illustrate a sequence search)

Which Strategy will you 
adopt?

Blast? 
Genepast? 

Motif?

>WT_CRISPR-associated endonuclease Cas9 
MDKKYSIGLD IGTNSVGWAV ITDEYKVPSK KFKVLGNTDR HSIKKNLIGA 50
LLFDSGETAE ATRLKRTARR RYTRRKNRIC YLQEIFSNEM AKVDDSFFHR 100
LEESFLVEED KKHERHPIFG NIVDEVAYHE KYPTIYHLRK KLVDSTDKAD
LRLIYLALAH MIKFRGHFLI EGDLNPDNSD VDKLFIQLVQ TYNQLFEENP 200
INASGVDAKA ILSARLSKSR RLENLIAQLP GEKKNGLFGN LIALSLGLTP
NFKSNFDLAE DAKLQLSKDT YDDDLDNLLA QIGDQYADLF LAAKNLSDAI 300
LLSDILRVNT EITKAPLSAS MIKRYDEHHQ DLTLLKALVR QQLPEKYKEI 
FFDQSKNGYA GYIDGGASQE EFYKFIKPIL EKMDGTEELL VKLNREDLLR 400
KQRTFDNGSI PHQIHLGELH AILRRQEDFY PFLKDNREKI EKILTFRIPY 
YVGPLARGNS RFAWMTRKSE ETITPWNFEE VVDKGASAQS FIERMTNFDK 500
NLPNEKVLPK HSLLYEYFTV YNELTKVKYV TEGMRKPAFL SGEQKKAIVD 
LLFKTNRKVT VKQLKEDYFK KIECFDSVEI SGVEDRFNAS LGTYHDLLKI 600
IKDKDFLDNE ENEDILEDIV LTLTLFEDRE MIEERLKTYA HLFDDKVMKQ 
LKRRRYTGWG RLSRKLINGI RDKQSGKTIL DFLKSDGFAN RNFMQLIHDD 700
SLTFKEDIQK AQVSGQGDSL HEHIANLAGS PAIKKGILQT VKVVDELVKV 
MGRHKPENIV IEMARENQTT QKGQKNSRER MKRIEEGIKE LGSQILKEHP 800
VENTQLQNEK LYLYYLQNGR DMYVDQELDI NRLSDYDVDH IVPQSFLKDD 
SIDNKVLTRS DKNRGKSDNV PSEEVVKKMK NYWRQLLNAK LITQRKFDNL 900
TKAERGGLSE LDKAGFIKRQ LVETRQITKH VAQILDSRMN TKYDENDKLI 
REVKVITLKS KLVSDFRKDF QFYKVREINN YHHAHDAYLN AVVGTALIKK 1000
YPKLESEFVY GDYKVYDVRK MIAKSEQEIG KATAKYFFYS NIMNFFKTEI 
TLANGEIRKR PLIETNGETG EIVWDKGRDF ATVRKVLSMP QVNIVKKTEV 1100
QTGGFSKESI LPKRNSDKLI ARKKDWDPKK YGGFDSPTVA YSVLVVAKVE 
KGKSKKLKSV KELLGITIME RSSFEKNPID FLEAKGYKEV KKDLIIKLPK 1200
YSLFELENGR KRMLASAGEL QKGNELALPS KYVNFLYLAS HYEKLKGSPE 
DNEQKQLFVE QHKHYLDEII EQISEFSKRV ILADANLDKV LSAYNKHRDK 1300
PIREQAENII HLFTLTNLGA PAAFKYFDTT IDRKRYTSTK EVLDATLIHQ 
SITGLYETRI DLSQLGGD

D10A 
E762A 
H840A 
N854A 
N863A 
D986



GenePast 90%

1.1k results



>WT_CRISPR-associated endonuclease Cas9 
MDKKYSIGLD IGTNSVGWAV ITDEYKVPSK KFKVLGNTDR HSIKKNLIGA
LLFDSGETAE ATRLKRTARR RYTRRKNRIC YLQEIFSNEM AKVDDSFFHR 100
LEESFLVEED KKHERHPIFG NIVDEVAYHE KYPTIYHLRK KLVDSTDKAD
LRLIYLALAH MIKFRGHFLI EGDLNPDNSD VDKLFIQLVQ TYNQLFEENP 200
INASGVDAKA ILSARLSKSR RLENLIAQLP GEKKNGLFGN LIALSLGLTP
NFKSNFDLAE DAKLQLSKDT YDDDLDNLLA QIGDQYADLF LAAKNLSDAI 300
LLSDILRVNT EITKAPLSAS MIKRYDEHHQ DLTLLKALVR QQLPEKYKEI 
FFDQSKNGYA GYIDGGASQE EFYKFIKPIL EKMDGTEELL VKLNREDLLR 400
KQRTFDNGSI PHQIHLGELH AILRRQEDFY PFLKDNREKI EKILTFRIPY 
YVGPLARGNS RFAWMTRKSE ETITPWNFEE VVDKGASAQS FIERMTNFDK 500
NLPNEKVLPK HSLLYEYFTV YNELTKVKYV TEGMRKPAFL SGEQKKAIVD 
LLFKTNRKVT VKQLKEDYFK KIECFDSVEI SGVEDRFNAS LGTYHDLLKI 600
IKDKDFLDNE ENEDILEDIV LTLTLFEDRE MIEERLKTYA HLFDDKVMKQ 
LKRRRYTGWG RLSRKLINGI RDKQSGKTIL DFLKSDGFAN RNFMQLIHDD 700
SLTFKEDIQK AQVSGQGDSL HEHIANLAGS PAIKKGILQT VKVVDELVKV 
MGRHKPENIV IEMARENQTT QKGQKNSRER MKRIEEGIKE LGSQILKEHP 800
VENTQLQNEK LYLYYLQNGR DMYVDQELDI NRLSDYDVDH IVPQSFLKDD 
SIDNKVLTRS DKNRGKSDNV PSEEVVKKMK NYWRQLLNAK LITQRKFDNL 900
TKAERGGLSE LDKAGFIKRQ LVETRQITKH VAQILDSRMN TKYDENDKLI 
REVKVITLKS KLVSDFRKDF QFYKVREINN YHHAHDAYLN AVVGTALIKK 1000
YPKLESEFVY GDYKVYDVRK MIAKSEQEIG KATAKYFFYS NIMNFFKTEI 
TLANGEIRKR PLIETNGETG EIVWDKGRDF ATVRKVLSMP QVNIVKKTEV 1100
QTGGFSKESI LPKRNSDKLI ARKKDWDPKK YGGFDSPTVA YSVLVVAKVE 
KGKSKKLKSV KELLGITIME RSSFEKNPID FLEAKGYKEV KKDLIIKLPK 1200
YSLFELENGR KRMLASAGEL QKGNELALPS KYVNFLYLAS HYEKLKGSPE 
DNEQKQLFVE QHKHYLDEII EQISEFSKRV ILADANLDKV LSAYNKHRDK 1300
PIREQAENII HLFTLTNLGA PAAFKYFDTT IDRKRYTSTK EVLDATLIHQ 
SITGLYETRI DLSQLGGD

D10A 
E762A 
H840A 
N854A 
N863A 
D986

A set of 6 mutations can convert SpCas9 into a nicking 
enzyme (Known information used to illustrate a sequence search)

Which Strategy will you 
adopt?

[^D]

[^D]

[^H]
[^E]

[^N][^N]
Blast? 

Genepast?  
Motif?



>WT_CRISPR-associated endonuclease Cas9 
MDKKYSIGLD IGTNSVGWAV ITDEYKVPSK KFKVLGNTDR HSIKKNLIGA
LLFDSGETAE ATRLKRTARR RYTRRKNRIC YLQEIFSNEM AKVDDSFFHR 100
LEESFLVEED KKHERHPIFG NIVDEVAYHE KYPTIYHLRK KLVDSTDKAD
LRLIYLALAH MIKFRGHFLI EGDLNPDNSD VDKLFIQLVQ TYNQLFEENP 200
INASGVDAKA ILSARLSKSR RLENLIAQLP GEKKNGLFGN LIALSLGLTP
NFKSNFDLAE DAKLQLSKDT YDDDLDNLLA QIGDQYADLF LAAKNLSDAI 300
LLSDILRVNT EITKAPLSAS MIKRYDEHHQ DLTLLKALVR QQLPEKYKEI 
FFDQSKNGYA GYIDGGASQE EFYKFIKPIL EKMDGTEELL VKLNREDLLR 400
KQRTFDNGSI PHQIHLGELH AILRRQEDFY PFLKDNREKI EKILTFRIPY 
YVGPLARGNS RFAWMTRKSE ETITPWNFEE VVDKGASAQS FIERMTNFDK 500
NLPNEKVLPK HSLLYEYFTV YNELTKVKYV TEGMRKPAFL SGEQKKAIVD 
LLFKTNRKVT VKQLKEDYFK KIECFDSVEI SGVEDRFNAS LGTYHDLLKI 600
IKDKDFLDNE ENEDILEDIV LTLTLFEDRE MIEERLKTYA HLFDDKVMKQ 
LKRRRYTGWG RLSRKLINGI RDKQSGKTIL DFLKSDGFAN RNFMQLIHDD 700
SLTFKEDIQK AQVSGQGDSL HEHIANLAGS PAIKKGILQT VKVVDELVKV 
MGRHKPENIV IEMARENQTT QKGQKNSRER MKRIEEGIKE LGSQILKEHP 800
VENTQLQNEK LYLYYLQNGR DMYVDQELDI NRLSDYDVDH IVPQSFLKDD 
SIDNKVLTRS DKNRGKSDNV PSEEVVKKMK NYWRQLLNAK LITQRKFDNL 900
TKAERGGLSE LDKAGFIKRQ LVETRQITKH VAQILDSRMN TKYDENDKLI 
REVKVITLKS KLVSDFRKDF QFYKVREINN YHHAHDAYLN AVVGTALIKK 1000
YPKLESEFVY GDYKVYDVRK MIAKSEQEIG KATAKYFFYS NIMNFFKTEI 
TLANGEIRKR PLIETNGETG EIVWDKGRDF ATVRKVLSMP QVNIVKKTEV 1100
QTGGFSKESI LPKRNSDKLI ARKKDWDPKK YGGFDSPTVA YSVLVVAKVE 
KGKSKKLKSV KELLGITIME RSSFEKNPID FLEAKGYKEV KKDLIIKLPK 1200
YSLFELENGR KRMLASAGEL QKGNELALPS KYVNFLYLAS HYEKLKGSPE 
DNEQKQLFVE QHKHYLDEII EQISEFSKRV ILADANLDKV LSAYNKHRDK 1300
PIREQAENII HLFTLTNLGA PAAFKYFDTT IDRKRYTSTK EVLDATLIHQ 
SITGLYETRI DLSQLGGD

D10A 
E762A 
H840A 
N854A 
N863A 
D986

A set of 6 mutations can convert SpCas9 into a nicking 
enzyme (Known information used to illustrate a sequence search)

Which Strategy will you 
adopt?

Blast? 
Genepast?  

Motif?

.

.
[^N].
.

.



>WT_CRISPR-associated endonuclease Cas9 
MDKKYSIGLD IGTNSVGWAV ITDEYKVPSK KFKVLGNTDR HSIKKNLIGA 50
LLFDSGETAE ATRLKRTARR RYTRRKNRIC YLQEIFSNEM AKVDDSFFHR 100
LEESFLVEED KKHERHPIFG NIVDEVAYHE KYPTIYHLRK KLVDSTDKAD
LRLIYLALAH MIKFRGHFLI EGDLNPDNSD VDKLFIQLVQ TYNQLFEENP 200
INASGVDAKA ILSARLSKSR RLENLIAQLP GEKKNGLFGN LIALSLGLTP
NFKSNFDLAE DAKLQLSKDT YDDDLDNLLA QIGDQYADLF LAAKNLSDAI 300
LLSDILRVNT EITKAPLSAS MIKRYDEHHQ DLTLLKALVR QQLPEKYKEI 
FFDQSKNGYA GYIDGGASQE EFYKFIKPIL EKMDGTEELL VKLNREDLLR 400
KQRTFDNGSI PHQIHLGELH AILRRQEDFY PFLKDNREKI EKILTFRIPY 
YVGPLARGNS RFAWMTRKSE ETITPWNFEE VVDKGASAQS FIERMTNFDK 500
NLPNEKVLPK HSLLYEYFTV YNELTKVKYV TEGMRKPAFL SGEQKKAIVD 
LLFKTNRKVT VKQLKEDYFK KIECFDSVEI SGVEDRFNAS LGTYHDLLKI 600
IKDKDFLDNE ENEDILEDIV LTLTLFEDRE MIEERLKTYA HLFDDKVMKQ 
LKRRRYTGWG RLSRKLINGI RDKQSGKTIL DFLKSDGFAN RNFMQLIHDD 700
SLTFKEDIQK AQVSGQGDSL HEHIANLAGS PAIKKGILQT VKVVDELVKV 
MGRHKPENIV IEMARENQTT QKGQKNSRER MKRIEEGIKE LGSQILKEHP 800
VENTQLQNEK LYLYYLQNGR DMYVDQELDI NRLSDYDVDH IVPQSFLKDD 
SIDNKVLTRS DKNRGKSDNV PSEEVVKKMK NYWRQLLNAK LITQRKFDNL 900
TKAERGGLSE LDKAGFIKRQ LVETRQITKH VAQILDSRMN TKYDENDKLI 
REVKVITLKS KLVSDFRKDF QFYKVREINN YHHAHDAYLN AVVGTALIKK 1000
YPKLESEFVY GDYKVYDVRK MIAKSEQEIG KATAKYFFYS NIMNFFKTEI 
TLANGEIRKR PLIETNGETG EIVWDKGRDF ATVRKVLSMP QVNIVKKTEV 1100
QTGGFSKESI LPKRNSDKLI ARKKDWDPKK YGGFDSPTVA YSVLVVAKVE 
KGKSKKLKSV KELLGITIME RSSFEKNPID FLEAKGYKEV KKDLIIKLPK 1200
YSLFELENGR KRMLASAGEL QKGNELALPS KYVNFLYLAS HYEKLKGSPE 
DNEQKQLFVE QHKHYLDEII EQISEFSKRV ILADANLDKV LSAYNKHRDK 1300
PIREQAENII HLFTLTNLGA PAAFKYFDTT IDRKRYTSTK EVLDATLIHQ 
SITGLYETRI DLSQLGGD

D10A 
E762A 
H840A 
N854A 
N863A 
D986A

A set of 6 mutations can convert SpCas9 into a nicking 
enzyme (Known information used to illustrate a sequence search)

Which Strategy will you 
adopt?

[^D]

[^D]

[^H]
[^E]

[^N][^N]
Blast? 

Genepast?  
Motif?



>WT_CRISPR-associated endonuclease Cas9 
MDKKYSIGLD IGTNSVGWAV ITDEYKVPSK KFKVLGNTDR HSIKKNLIGA 50
LLFDSGETAE ATRLKRTARR RYTRRKNRIC YLQEIFSNEM AKVDDSFFHR 100
LEESFLVEED KKHERHPIFG NIVDEVAYHE KYPTIYHLRK KLVDSTDKAD
LRLIYLALAH MIKFRGHFLI EGDLNPDNSD VDKLFIQLVQ TYNQLFEENP 200
INASGVDAKA ILSARLSKSR RLENLIAQLP GEKKNGLFGN LIALSLGLTP
NFKSNFDLAE DAKLQLSKDT YDDDLDNLLA QIGDQYADLF LAAKNLSDAI 300
LLSDILRVNT EITKAPLSAS MIKRYDEHHQ DLTLLKALVR QQLPEKYKEI 
FFDQSKNGYA GYIDGGASQE EFYKFIKPIL EKMDGTEELL VKLNREDLLR 400
KQRTFDNGSI PHQIHLGELH AILRRQEDFY PFLKDNREKI EKILTFRIPY 
YVGPLARGNS RFAWMTRKSE ETITPWNFEE VVDKGASAQS FIERMTNFDK 500
NLPNEKVLPK HSLLYEYFTV YNELTKVKYV TEGMRKPAFL SGEQKKAIVD 
LLFKTNRKVT VKQLKEDYFK KIECFDSVEI SGVEDRFNAS LGTYHDLLKI 600
IKDKDFLDNE ENEDILEDIV LTLTLFEDRE MIEERLKTYA HLFDDKVMKQ 
LKRRRYTGWG RLSRKLINGI RDKQSGKTIL DFLKSDGFAN RNFMQLIHDD 700
SLTFKEDIQK AQVSGQGDSL HEHIANLAGS PAIKKGILQT VKVVDELVKV 
MGRHKPENIV IEMARENQTT QKGQKNSRER MKRIEEGIKE LGSQILKEHP 800
VENTQLQNEK LYLYYLQNGR DMYVDQELDI NRLSDYDVDH IVPQSFLKDD 
SIDNKVLTRS DKNRGKSDNV PSEEVVKKMK NYWRQLLNAK LITQRKFDNL 900
TKAERGGLSE LDKAGFIKRQ LVETRQITKH VAQILDSRMN TKYDENDKLI 
REVKVITLKS KLVSDFRKDF QFYKVREINN YHHAHDAYLN AVVGTALIKK 1000
YPKLESEFVY GDYKVYDVRK MIAKSEQEIG KATAKYFFYS NIMNFFKTEI 
TLANGEIRKR PLIETNGETG EIVWDKGRDF ATVRKVLSMP QVNIVKKTEV 1100
QTGGFSKESI LPKRNSDKLI ARKKDWDPKK YGGFDSPTVA YSVLVVAKVE 
KGKSKKLKSV KELLGITIME RSSFEKNPID FLEAKGYKEV KKDLIIKLPK 1200
YSLFELENGR KRMLASAGEL QKGNELALPS KYVNFLYLAS HYEKLKGSPE 
DNEQKQLFVE QHKHYLDEII EQISEFSKRV ILADANLDKV LSAYNKHRDK 1300
PIREQAENII HLFTLTNLGA PAAFKYFDTT IDRKRYTSTK EVLDATLIHQ 
SITGLYETRI DLSQLGGD

D10A 
E762A 
H840A 
N854A 
N863A 
D986A

A set of 6 mutations can convert SpCas9 into a nicking 
enzyme (Known information used to illustrate a sequence search)

Which Strategy will you 
adopt?

[^D]

[^D]

[^H]
[^E]

[^N][^N]
Blast? 

Genepast?  
Motif?



>WT_CRISPR-associated endonuclease Cas9 
MDKKYSIGLD IGTNSVGWAV ITDEYKVPSK KFKVLGNTDR HSIKKNLIGA 50
LLFDSGETAE ATRLKRTARR RYTRRKNRIC YLQEIFSNEM AKVDDSFFHR 100
LEESFLVEED KKHERHPIFG NIVDEVAYHE KYPTIYHLRK KLVDSTDKAD
LRLIYLALAH MIKFRGHFLI EGDLNPDNSD VDKLFIQLVQ TYNQLFEENP 200
INASGVDAKA ILSARLSKSR RLENLIAQLP GEKKNGLFGN LIALSLGLTP
NFKSNFDLAE DAKLQLSKDT YDDDLDNLLA QIGDQYADLF LAAKNLSDAI 300
LLSDILRVNT EITKAPLSAS MIKRYDEHHQ DLTLLKALVR QQLPEKYKEI 
FFDQSKNGYA GYIDGGASQE EFYKFIKPIL EKMDGTEELL VKLNREDLLR 400
KQRTFDNGSI PHQIHLGELH AILRRQEDFY PFLKDNREKI EKILTFRIPY 
YVGPLARGNS RFAWMTRKSE ETITPWNFEE VVDKGASAQS FIERMTNFDK 500
NLPNEKVLPK HSLLYEYFTV YNELTKVKYV TEGMRKPAFL SGEQKKAIVD 
LLFKTNRKVT VKQLKEDYFK KIECFDSVEI SGVEDRFNAS LGTYHDLLKI 600
IKDKDFLDNE ENEDILEDIV LTLTLFEDRE MIEERLKTYA HLFDDKVMKQ 
LKRRRYTGWG RLSRKLINGI RDKQSGKTIL DFLKSDGFAN RNFMQLIHDD 700
SLTFKEDIQK AQVSGQGDSL HEHIANLAGS PAIKKGILQT VKVVDELVKV 
MGRHKPENIV IEMARENQTT QKGQKNSRER MKRIEEGIKE LGSQILKEHP 800
VENTQLQNEK LYLYYLQNGR DMYVDQELDI NRLSDYDVDH IVPQSFLKDD 
SIDNKVLTRS DKNRGKSDNV PSEEVVKKMK NYWRQLLNAK LITQRKFDNL 900
TKAERGGLSE LDKAGFIKRQ LVETRQITKH VAQILDSRMN TKYDENDKLI 
REVKVITLKS KLVSDFRKDF QFYKVREINN YHHAHDAYLN AVVGTALIKK 1000
YPKLESEFVY GDYKVYDVRK MIAKSEQEIG KATAKYFFYS NIMNFFKTEI 
TLANGEIRKR PLIETNGETG EIVWDKGRDF ATVRKVLSMP QVNIVKKTEV 1100
QTGGFSKESI LPKRNSDKLI ARKKDWDPKK YGGFDSPTVA YSVLVVAKVE 
KGKSKKLKSV KELLGITIME RSSFEKNPID FLEAKGYKEV KKDLIIKLPK 1200
YSLFELENGR KRMLASAGEL QKGNELALPS KYVNFLYLAS HYEKLKGSPE 
DNEQKQLFVE QHKHYLDEII EQISEFSKRV ILADANLDKV LSAYNKHRDK 1300
PIREQAENII HLFTLTNLGA PAAFKYFDTT IDRKRYTSTK EVLDATLIHQ 
SITGLYETRI DLSQLGGD

D10A 
E762A 
H840A 
N854A 
N863A 
D986A

A set of 6 mutations can convert SpCas9 into a nicking 
enzyme (Known information used to illustrate a sequence search)

Which Strategy will you 
adopt?

A

A

A
A

AA
Blast? 

Genepast?  
Motif?



6 Motifs

< 1k results

>D10
SIGL[^D]IGTN
>E762
NIVI[^E]MAREN
>H840
DVD[^H]IVPQ
>N854
DSID[^N]KVLT
>N863
RSDK[^N]RGKS
>D986
AH[^D]AYLNAV



Analysis



Find the PNs matching with multiple queries 



See All Queries Mapped to a Subject



Solutions (tricks?)



1. Find  patents describing the Full length protein sequence - GenePast 90% 
2. Find target mutations using short fragments overlapping the position of 

interest - Motif 
3. Smart filtering / patent statistics

1. Compare sequence searches results 
2. Compare KW and Sequence search results



Could this be made easier?
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MDKKYSIGLD IGTNSVGWAV ITDEYKVPSK KFKVLGNTDR HSIKKNLIGA 
LLFDSGETAE ATRLKRTARR RYTRRKNRIC YLQEIFSNEM AKVDDSFFHR 100
LEESFLVEED KKHERHPIFG NIVDEVAYHE KYPTIYHLRK KLVDSTDKAD
LRLIYLALAH MIKFRGHFLI EGDLNPDNSD VDKLFIQLVQ TYNQLFEENP 200
INASGVDAKA ILSARLSKSR RLENLIAQLP GEKKNGLFGN LIALSLGLTP
NFKSNFDLAE DAKLQLSKDT YDDDLDNLLA QIGDQYADLF LAAKNLSDAI 300
LLSDILRVNT EITKAPLSAS MIKRYDEHHQ DLTLLKALVR QQLPEKYKEI 
FFDQSKNGYA GYIDGGASQE EFYKFIKPIL EKMDGTEELL VKLNREDLLR 400
KQRTFDNGSI PHQIHLGELH AILRRQEDFY PFLKDNREKI EKILTFRIPY 
YVGPLARGNS RFAWMTRKSE ETITPWNFEE VVDKGASAQS FIERMTNFDK 500
NLPNEKVLPK HSLLYEYFTV YNELTKVKYV TEGMRKPAFL SGEQKKAIVD 
LLFKTNRKVT VKQLKEDYFK KIECFDSVEI SGVEDRFNAS LGTYHDLLKI 600
IKDKDFLDNE ENEDILEDIV LTLTLFEDRE MIEERLKTYA HLFDDKVMKQ 
LKRRRYTGWG RLSRKLINGI RDKQSGKTIL DFLKSDGFAN RNFMQLIHDD 700
SLTFKEDIQK AQVSGQGDSL HEHIANLAGS PAIKKGILQT VKVVDELVKV 
MGRHKPENIV IEMARENQTT QKGQKNSRER MKRIEEGIKE LGSQILKEHP 800
VENTQLQNEK LYLYYLQNGR DMYVDQELDI NRLSDYDVDH IVPQSFLKDD 
SIDNKVLTRS DKNRGKSDNV PSEEVVKKMK NYWRQLLNAK LITQRKFDNL 900
TKAERGGLSE LDKAGFIKRQ LVETRQITKH VAQILDSRMN TKYDENDKLI 
REVKVITLKS KLVSDFRKDF QFYKVREINN YHHAHDAYLN AVVGTALIKK 1000
YPKLESEFVY GDYKVYDVRK MIAKSEQEIG KATAKYFFYS NIMNFFKTEI 
TLANGEIRKR PLIETNGETG EIVWDKGRDF ATVRKVLSMP QVNIVKKTEV 1100
QTGGFSKESI LPKRNSDKLI ARKKDWDPKK YGGFDSPTVA YSVLVVAKVE 
KGKSKKLKSV KELLGITIME RSSFEKNPID FLEAKGYKEV KKDLIIKLPK 1200
YSLFELENGR KRMLASAGEL QKGNELALPS KYVNFLYLAS HYEKLKGSPE 
DNEQKQLFVE QHKHYLDEII EQISEFSKRV ILADANLDKV LSAYNKHRDK 1300
PIREQAENII HLFTLTNLGA PAAFKYFDTT IDRKRYTSTK EVLDATLIHQ 
SITGLYETRI DLSQLGGD

Find sequences with a specific combination of variations

>WT_CRISPR-Associated Endonuclease Cas9
1

Enter 
your Query sequence

1

Next
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LLSDILRVNT EITKAPLSAS MIKRYDEHHQ DLTLLKALVR QQLPEKYKEI 
FFDQSKNGYA GYIDGGASQE EFYKFIKPIL EKMDGTEELL VKLNREDLLR 400
KQRTFDNGSI PHQIHLGELH AILRRQEDFY PFLKDNREKI EKILTFRIPY 
YVGPLARGNS RFAWMTRKSE ETITPWNFEE VVDKGASAQS FIERMTNFDK 500
NLPNEKVLPK HSLLYEYFTV YNELTKVKYV TEGMRKPAFL SGEQKKAIVD 
LLFKTNRKVT VKQLKEDYFK KIECFDSVEI SGVEDRFNAS LGTYHDLLKI 600
IKDKDFLDNE ENEDILEDIV LTLTLFEDRE MIEERLKTYA HLFDDKVMKQ 
LKRRRYTGWG RLSRKLINGI RDKQSGKTIL DFLKSDGFAN RNFMQLIHDD 700
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SIDNKVLTRS DKNRGKSDNV PSEEVVKKMK NYWRQLLNAK LITQRKFDNL 900
TKAERGGLSE LDKAGFIKRQ LVETRQITKH VAQILDSRMN TKYDENDKLI 
REVKVITLKS KLVSDFRKDF QFYKVREINN YHHAHDAYLN AVVGTALIKK 1000
YPKLESEFVY GDYKVYDVRK MIAKSEQEIG KATAKYFFYS NIMNFFKTEI 
TLANGEIRKR PLIETNGETG EIVWDKGRDF ATVRKVLSMP QVNIVKKTEV 1100
QTGGFSKESI LPKRNSDKLI ARKKDWDPKK YGGFDSPTVA YSVLVVAKVE 
KGKSKKLKSV KELLGITIME RSSFEKNPID FLEAKGYKEV KKDLIIKLPK 1200
YSLFELENGR KRMLASAGEL QKGNELALPS KYVNFLYLAS HYEKLKGSPE 
DNEQKQLFVE QHKHYLDEII EQISEFSKRV ILADANLDKV LSAYNKHRDK 1300
PIREQAENII HLFTLTNLGA PAAFKYFDTT IDRKRYTSTK EVLDATLIHQ 
SITGLYETRI DLSQLGGD

Find sequences with a specific combination of variations

>WT_CRISPR-Associated Endonuclease Cas9

D10 
E762 
H840 
N854 
N863 
D986

Not D 
Not E 
Not H 
Not N 
Not N 
Not D

is one of   A 
is one of   A 
is one of   A   N 
is one of   A   T   C   P   R   F 
is one of   A 
is one of   A R 

Browse the 24 sequences

Query          Subject is

Anything 
Anything 
Anything 
Anything 
Anything 
Anything

12

13

Select the variations



Thank you!

Julien Doudement

PIUG BIOTECH 2017



New Challenges?

CRISPR / Cas9



Target DNA

Cas9 Protein

crRNA

Replacement 
DNA




